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against genocide, wherever it starts to
foment.

By recognizing and learning about
the crime against humanity, specifi-
cally about the Armenian genocide, we
can begin to honor the courage of its
victims and commemorate the strides
made by its survivors and hope that
others will not have to go down the
track following the experiences that
were suffered by the people of Armenia,
only to be followed by the Jewish geno-
cide and other genocides that we have
seen, such as the one going on in
Southern Sudan today.

So, again, let me commemorate and
let me thank the Armenian Caucus for
bringing this issue to us on this anni-
versary of that genocide.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs.
NAPOLITANO) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I join my
colleagues today to remember one of the
worst atrocities of the twentieth century—the
Armenian Genocide. April 24 will be the
eighty-fifth anniversary of the beginning of the
Armenian Genocide. Since that date falls dur-
ing the April recess and the House will be out
of session, I have chosen to make my re-
marks today.

From 1915 to 1923, one-and-a-half million
Armenians died and countless others suffered
as a result of the systematic and deliberate
campaign of genocide by the rulers of the
Ottoman Turkish Empire. Half a million Arme-
nians who escaped death were deported from
their homelands, in modern-day Turkey, to the
harsh deserts of the Middle East.

We cannot let succeeding generations for-
get these horrible atrocities, nor deny that they
ever happened. Therefore it is important for
the U.S. Government to recognize the Arme-
nian Genocide and do what it can to ensure
that the genocide’s historical records are pre-
served, just as the artifacts of the nazi holo-
caust are preserved. By keeping memories
alive through preserving history, we and our
children can learn about the chilling con-
sequences of mass hatred, bigotry and intoler-
ance. And hopefully, by teaching and remind-
ing ourselves of past atrocities, humanity will
not be doomed to repeat them.

The Armenian-American communities
throughout the United States, as well as all
people of goodwill, stand firm in our resolve
not to let the world forget the Armenian Geno-
cide. In solidarity with the victims of the Jew-
ish Holocaust, the Cambodian massacres, the
Tutsi Genocide in Rwanda, and ethnic cleans-
ing in the Balkans, we must continually recog-
nize these crimes against humanity and stead-
fastly oppose the use of genocide anywhere in
the world.

In closing, I hope that every American will
stand in solidarity with our Armenian sisters
and brothers to commemorate the eighty-fifth
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. Let us
honor all victims of torture and genocide by
paying tribute to their memory, showing them
compassion, and never forgetting the suffering
they have endured.

REMEMBERING THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ESHOO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening with all of my colleagues that
have come to the floor, members of the
Armenian Caucus here in the House of
Representatives, on the occasion of the
anniversary of the 1915 Armenian geno-
cide to remember the 11⁄2 million
human beings, the women, the chil-
dren, the men who were killed, and the
500,000 Armenians forcibly deported by
the Ottoman Empire during an 8-year
reign of brutal repression.

Armenians were deprived of their
homes, their humanity, and ultimately
their lives. Yet, America, as the great-
est democracy and the land of freedom,
has not yet made an official statement
regarding the Armenian genocide.

Today, there are some in Congress,
some in our country that ignore the
lessons of the past by refusing to com-
ment on the events surrounding the
genocide. They are encouraging new
hardships for Armenia by moving to
lift sanctions against Azerbaijan
caused by their continuing blockade of
Armenia.

I am very proud, Mr. Speaker, of my
heritage. I am part Armenian and part
Assyrian. I believe the only Member of
Congress both in the House and the
Senate to claim these heritages. I came
to this understanding, not just when I
arrived in the Congress, as so many of
us at the knees of our grandparents and
the elders in our family, we were told
firsthand the stories of the hardship
and the suffering.

That is how I come to this under-
standing and this knowledge and why I
bring this story and this understanding
to the floor of the House and, indeed,
to the House of Representatives.

I am very proud of this heritage and
the contributions which my people
have made to this great Nation. They
have distinguished themselves in the
arts, in law, in academics, in every
walk of life in our great Nation, and
they keep making important contribu-
tions to the life of this Nation.

It is inconceivable to me that this
Nation would choose in some quarters
to keep its head in the sand by not
stating in the strongest terms our rec-
ognition of the genocide and our objec-
tion to what took place.

Why do I say this? Because I think it
is very important to express very pub-
licly, not only acknowledge what hap-
pened, but also understand that when
we acknowledge that we are then
teaching present and future genera-
tions of the events of yesteryear. As we
move to educate today’s generation
about these lessons, we also express to
them what we have learned.

To deny that a genocide occurred
places a black mark on the values that
our great Nation stands and fights for.
I am proud to be a cosponsor, of course,
of responsible legislation that brings

the tragedies in Armenia’s history out
of the shadows and into the light.

House Resolution 155, the U.S.
Record on the Armenian Genocide Res-
olution, directs the President to pro-
vide a complete collection of all United
States records related to the Armenian
genocide to document and affirm the
United States record of protest in rec-
ognition of this crime against human-
ity.

House Resolution 398, the U.S. Train-
ing on and Commemoration of the Ar-
menian Genocide Resolution would af-
firm the U.S. record on the genocide
and would very importantly educate
others about the atrocities committed
and the lessons we can learn from this
tragedy against the people of Armenia.
These are but two important steps we
in the Congress can immediately take
today.

I urge my colleagues to support these
efforts to pass these bills.

In closing, I want to pay tribute to
all of my colleagues that come to the
floor every year on this. For those of
my colleagues that are tuned into C-
SPAN, Republicans, Democrats of all
backgrounds from different States,
communities across our Nation who
recognize what took place, and come to
the floor in humble tribute to those
that gave their lives.

But it is up to us that really are en-
trusted with the life and the well-being
of our Nation. Yes, to acknowledge and
to pay tribute and to say how impor-
tant this is. But as we do, understand
that we do it for the enlightenment of
our young people and to remind our-
selves that wherever anything like this
raises its head around the globe that
we, as Members of the United States
Congress, and as citizens of this great
Nation, that we will give voice to that.

So I pay tribute to all of my col-
leagues. Those people who are resting
in peace, perhaps where they are look-
ing from are smiling and saying thank
you to Members of the Congress for
recognizing this. It is a sad time, but
the recognition is well deserved.

f

PROJECT EXILE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise tonight to speak about a piece
of legislation passed on the floor of this
House yesterday, Project Exile. Project
Exile will send $100 million to quali-
fying States who require a minimum 5-
year sentence for criminals who use
guns. This will send a clear message to
criminals that, if they use a gun, they
will go to jail, and they will go to jail
for 5 years.

Project Exile will reverse the current
situation and put criminals behind the
bars of justice rather than law-abiding
citizens of America being behind bars
on the windows of their own homes.

Today, the average gun felon is
locked up for about 18 months then
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